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or boy she was interested in. She declared that when she grew up, she was going
to try to do something to help the work of such a clinic.

Since Evelyn went to the foster home she has apologized for her former behaviour
and has gradually come to regard the physician casually. She made teasing
inquiries about an army air force package of matches that she saw on the physician's
desk, and apparently feels comfortable and secure in the relationship she has
established with her.

Here the interviews were interrupted because Evelyn ran away and during the
succeeding weeks it was impossible to find out her whereabouts.

Evelyn began to menstruate at the age of 12, apparently before
she had reached a maturity adequate for the psychologic assimila-
tion of this physiologic event. We do not know exactly what her
direct reactions to this sign of growth were, but we know that she
began to behave abnormally soon afterward. The fact that a
physiologic event was such a strong provocation points to the exist-
ence of a disposition to neurotic behaviour stemming from other
sources. What was Evelyn's emotional situation before she began to
menstruate? We can find an answer to this question by examining
her life history.

She is a fourth daughter, and her domestic situation was such that
an object for the typical prepuberty attachment to another girl was
present in the home. As Evelyn herself says, there was a kind of
little "gang" in her home, a small revolutionary group united by
their common hatred of their mother. It is immaterial for our
purposes to determine how much this situation existed in Evelyn's
fantasy and how much in reality. At any rate, the girls had secrets
among themselves of the typical character described above (chap, i);
they displayed sexual curiosity and at the same time resented the
secrets of their mother. In Evelyn's case the situation was parti-
cularly clear-cut, because her mother actually does surround herself
with an atmosphere of secrecy. She is extraordinarily prudish
sexually and in this way strengthens the need for secrecy in her
young daughters. Evelyn is the youngest in the foursome, and for
this reason has a particularly strong need to be "grown-up." Her
joyful remark to the physician who enlightened her on sex matters
is very charactertistic; "My sisters do not know about all that; I will
be the first in this as in everything else."

The desire to be the first to have experiences involves great
dangers for Evelyn and for girls like her: it may lead them to actions
that arise not from genuine sexual need, but from the urge to show
the grown-ups that they, too, are grown up. The inner tension that
pushes children to fatal adventures often derives From the desire to
be grown up rather than from a strong sexual urge.